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Annual GeoExchange Excellence and Leadership 

awards announced 

The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition 
recently announced the winners of the 3rd 
GeoExchange Excellence and Leadership 
awards. In total, more than 20 applications 
were submitted and pre-selected though a 
number of technical criteria including:  
•    innovation, originality and complexity of the 
work in relation to the building use;  
•    technical difficulties encountered / solved in 
the project; demonstrated energy savings;  
•    to what extent the project influences 

building design in Canada and a more extensive use of geothermal energy;  
•    whether the project forms part of a global energy efficiency plan; and  
•    comfort for occupants and users.  
 
Prizes of Excellence were awarded to:  
•    Paradise Geothermal and Delta Geothermal for The Naramata Residence  
•    Southern Comfort Mechanical for The Albert’s Lake Subdivision   
•    Enermodal Engineering for The Fifth Town Artisan Cheese Co.  
•    Pageau Morel Associates for The 740 Bel-Air (Normand-Maurice Building), the 
Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) building  
 
Fifth Town is an excellent example of what the awards recognized. A large amount of 
energy is required in a building like Fifth Town, where heat is required for the cheese-
making process, but cooling is required in a different part of the building for refrigeration 
and cheese curing. In addition, manufacturing facilities, such as Fifth Town, are 
especially difficult to make energy efficient.   
  
Energy consumption in manufacturing processes is generally considered inflexible and 
changes in the process are typically rejected since a specific process is essential to the 
overall business plan. The Enermodal design team looked to a variety of innovative 
techniques to decrease energy use without affecting the cheese-making process.  
  
Two important innovations were the use of geoexchange — that is, a heat pump system 
— and the radiant slab design of the cheese caves. The heat pumps provide hot water 
to the cheese-making process and simultaneously condition the underground caves 
where cheese is aged and cured.  
  
The Prize for Leadership in the geoexchange industry was awarded to Stan Marco, co-
founder and CEO of GeoSmart Energy Inc.  
  
The award ceremony took place in Toronto on November 17, 2008 at the 3rd National 
GeoExchange Business & Policy Forum.  
  
The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition acts as the industry catalyst to unite private and 
public sector stakeholders, and to expand the market for geoexchange technology in 
Canada. As the nexus of information, training, certification, industry standards and 
public awareness, the coalition's mandate is to work with stakeholders to build the 
necessary infrastructure to foster the growth of the Canadian geoexchange industry. For 
more information, visit www.geo-exchange.ca.  
  
  

Fifth Town Artisan Cheese Co.
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Government of Canada 
supports training for solar 
energy workers  
Naikun, Siemens negotiate 
new wind turbine purchase  
National conference shows 
steady growth for Canadian 
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Nexstar's new 220-watt CFL 
Amprobe Test Tools’ 18 new 
products  
ThermaProof Energy Saving 
Windows  
TCP’s SpringLamp CFL/LED 
hybrid  
Variable-speed pump drives 
from Rexroth

Geothermal 
Certification
Accredited Installer 
Certification 3 Day 
Courses, MA, NY, IL, 
DC, PA  
www.HeatSpring.com

Water Source Heat 
Pump
Buy Online Climate 
Master WSHP 1.5 ton 
$1345, 2.0 ton $1428,  
www.HeatAndCool.com

Free Sustainability 
Paper
Case Study: Becoming 
an Energy Efficient 
Organization - Get it 
Now  
www.vfa.com
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